
Her Majesty The Queen's
Diamond Jubilee 
- A very special present

As you know from recent correspondence,
festivals have been asked to take part in
a very special initiative for the Diamond
Jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen in 2012.
The plan is to prepare and print a book
to celebrate the life of our festival move-
ment during a very special year, which
will run from May 2011 to April 2012.  

FORMAT 
During this ‘festival year’, each festival
is asked to provide photographs from its
2011 or 2012 festival – the most vibrant,
vivid photos of performers that you can
possibly provide! 

The theme of the book is a record of
the performing experience during a year
of festivals.  The only other section of
the book will be memorable photos of
past royal occasions, from the BIFF
archive, which may of course include
photos of festival personnel.

Festivals are offered an A4 page free of
charge and may, If they wish, use up to
half of this for words (10 pitch Arial).
They can also add one festival logo (if
required).  For festivals who want to
write more, or offer more photos, they
may buy 1 more page at a cost of £75 

LOGISTICS
Photos should not be taken during
performances but
can be posed, in
performance
format, on stage,
if you wish.  Photo
permission forms
will be supplied
for the purpose
and, if you do not
usually allow
photographs,
perhaps you
would think about
taking them in this particular year and
using our special permission forms. 

More information is available from
liz@federationoffestivals.org.uk
from 3 May 2011.

The British & International Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and S peech
Festivals House, 198 Park Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK1 1 6UD   info@federationoffestivals.org.uk

New sle tt er
“This year is a
special one in the
history of the
Federation.  

Our Movement is
ninety years of
age, and we
must be grateful
to everyone who

has had a hand in shaping our history.

In May a small group of our young
people will attend a Reception at
Buckingham Palace, and will have
an opportunity, we hope, to speak to
Her Majesty the Queen, our Patron,
about our Movement, from their own
perspective.

Just recently I have read letters, and
also heard from, some of those who
gained bursaries to attend EYSM.
Their comments were very moving,
and the influence the courses obvi-
ously had on these young performers
was tremendous.  To the generous
Bursary donors, a sincere personal
thank you.”

Margaret
Margaret Venables

Federation Chairman

Published by Festivals House, 198 Park Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK1 1 6UD
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Will you visit our summer courses this year?
All events are at Haileybury College, Hertford.  

Call 07778 457661 for details.  We would love to see you!

Speech, Drama and Music Theatre: 25-29 July 
European Youth Summer Music (EYSM): 30 July-6 August

Junior EYSM: 3-6 August 
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As the new financial year begins, there is
going to be intense scrutiny of the working
relationship between the voluntary and
community sector and local authorities.
The Secretary of State for Communities
and Local Government, Eric Pickles,
caused a stir at the NCVO Conference
when he set out 3 ‘tests of reasonableness’
that councils must apply when dealing with
voluntary and community organisations.

With cuts about to impact heavily on the
communities theyserve, NCVO says that
it is vital that we all work together to help
protect the most vulnerable individuals,
which is why the NCVO Chief Exec and
the leaders of both ACEVO (Assoc of
Chief Executives of Voluntary Orgs) and
NAVCA (National Assoc for Voluntary
and Community Action) have sent a letter
to all councils asking them to provide
evidence of how they are applying the
government's three tests in their work.  
NCVO will use the replies to help build a
fuller picture of the situation nationwide
and this information will be crucial in the
fight for a fair settlement for the sector.

From April 2013
the government
will introduce a
new scheme to

allow charities to claim Gift Aid on up to
£5,000 of small donations without the
need for Gift Aid declarations.  This
includes moving to a new online filing
system for Gift Aid claims  which should
be fully operational by 2013.  A report
based on the findings of the Charity
Commission's public benefit assessments
into arts and recreation/leisure charities
is intended to help charities with their
public benefit reporting. 

www.charitycommission.gov .uk/RSS/
News/pr_emergings_findings.aspx

Lost in the Post!
Royal Mail has admitted it
destroys an average of
25 million letters, packets
and parcels every yearat
a rate of almost 70,000 items per day. 

Items with valuable contents are retained
and then sold at auction, with the profits
going to Royal Mail – but the rest are
shredded.  The company has destroyed
152 million items of post that could not
be delivered or returned to sender in the
last 6 years. It said the majority were
business mail.  About 68 million items
are posted with Royal Mail every day, at
a time when the cost of a first-class
stamp is at a record high of 41p. 

2 good reasons why BIFF is moving
to email wherever possible - please let
us have all email addresses for people
who want to be kept in touch!

BT is looking for
people from all walks
of life to share their
experiences of, and
thoughts about, the

London 2012 Games in a variety of
creative ways.  Whether budding writers,
social networkers, amateur photographers,
film-makers, artists or musicians; anyone
with an interest in London 2012 can
apply for the chance to tell their stories.  

Applications are open on the new BT
storytellers’ website at until June 2011. 

www.btlondon2012.co.uk 

The chosen storytellers will be invited to
submit their stories, tweets, photos, film
clips and blogs to a dedicated website
from 27 July 2011, to help mark 1-year-to
-go to the London 2012 Olympic Games.

www.london2012.com/news/201 1/03/bt
-launches-search-for-storytellers-of-
london-2012-games.php

9th Gibralt ar Dance Festival

The adjudicator at the Gibraltar Festival
felt that nothing had prepared her for the
experience and writes - “I was transported
to a magical place. The people were so
hospitable and the warmth they generat-
ed could have fuelled the whole of the
British Isles for an entire year.  The festival
ran evenings only, so the daytime was for
touring Gibraltar and promoting the festival
on TV, radio and newspaper interviews.

Seamus Byrne, the organiser, expected
perfection from his team and it was pro-
duced like a Royal Variety Show from
7.00 pm to 10.30 pm. In Gibraltar they
specialise in modern and produce
power and passion from the very
young through to the seniors. 

The Gala Night was a sensation, with the
Minister for Culture, Miss Gibraltar and
various 'celebrities' and dignitaries
attending.  The Best Female and Male
were chosen and the Bursary winner then
received two trophies, £500 and the oppor-
tunity to travel to the Sussex Festival in
April in an exciting 'twinning' exercise. 
Twelve year-old, Janice Felices, won the
bursary.  A little performer with so much
emotion and maturity who I feel sure she
will benefit from her time in the UK.

The festival taught me so much about
hospitality, passion and generosity of
spirit . . .  Thank you Gibraltar Festival!

GIBRALTAR 2011

After a period when the office has been short-staffed, there have now been two new appointments.  Clare Thornborough
as Finance and Data Officer, working 3 days a week and Mark Whitt aker as Clerk and Archive Officer, 2 days a week.

Clare was an active member of the Burnley Youth Theatre for 10 years and then, after studying at Drama School, worked
professionally for several years in regional repertory theatres as part of the Stage Management Team.  In 1999, she found
she had a talent for making the finances work in the arts and re-trained, becoming Finance and Contracts Manager at the
Octagon Theatre, Bolton. She brings a wealth of experience of finance in the arts.  

Mark went into the Army upon leaving school and served with the 16 Parachute Workshops and 1 Para.  He joined the Police
Force in 1970 and retired as an Inspector, having served throughout Cheshire in various roles. Married to Julie, both have
been involved with the Alderley Edge Festival for 16 years and on the committee for 15 years. In fact, prior to this post, Mark
was volunteering at Festivals House, working with CRB forms (as many of you will know). When he saw the job advertised in
the newspaper, he thought about how much he enjoyed the work and decided to apply.  Happily, he still volunteers too!

We are told that people ask how we recruit and appoint people who work at Festivals House.  All employment practices carried out
by Festivals House are objective, thorough and adhere to employment law in all aspects. When there is a vacancy, there is
always a press advertisement; then objective interviews with a panel led by a local HR Officer and Trustees and, sometimes, an
additional expert.  Often the CE is part of the interview panel, unless the person is known to her, in which case she absents her-
self from interviews.  Thus, because we knew Mark, the interviews for that job were run entirely by the HR Officer.  In the case
of Clare’s job, the panel was supplemented by a representative from our Auditors: someone with a complete overview of the
financial aspects of our work.



Conference this year will take place in
Manchester, a city blessed with easy
accessibility, a vibrant cultural scene and
world-class hotels and restaurants.

Our venue is the Renaissance City
Centre Hotel - part of the Marriott Group.
Recently refurbished, it boasts spacious,
air-conditioned bedrooms with satellite
TV, work desk, wired and wireless high

speed secure internet access and all the
usual extras of a four-star hotel.  

The conference facilities are exceptional
and residents have free access to the gym,
sauna, steam room and swimming pool.

Situated on Blackfriars Street, the hotel is
a 10-minute walk from Piccadilly station
and even closer to Victoria station. A fast
(15 mins), frequent and reasonably
priced train service connects Manchester
Airport to Piccadilly station.  The hotel
provides 80 parking spaces on-site.

FLEXIBILITY FOR YOUR REQUIREMENTS

The conference package offers more
flexibility than ever before.  Timings have
been arranged so that people from as far
away as possible will be able to attend
as much as possible without the expense
of an overnight stay.  

Thus, on Saturday 15 October we start
the business sessions at 10:30 and con-
tinue through until 18:00. 

Those choosing to stay for the dinner
and the forum session on Sunday morning
can take advantage of a 1-night package.  

Whereas, for delegates wishing to spend
the weekend at conference and arrive on
Friday 14 October, there is a 2-night
package on offer, including a celebration
of the Federation's 90th anniversary, as
well as time to network.

The business sessions we have organised
will bring opportunities for lively discus-
sion and debate.  

In particular, we will ask
if it is possible to identify
what constitutes an
offensive performance.  

Bad language, suggestive
dance routines and the
costuming of jazz num-
bers have all raised
eyebrows over recent
months.  

But should performances be marked down?

Who decides?  

And by how much?                     

Are festivals and / or adjudicators the
arbiters of good taste?  

Should adjudicators put their distaste to
one side when considering their marks? 

Few performers enter only one festival
each year and some have found that
they get a different reaction to the same
performance at different festivals . . . 

It seems that offence, like beauty, is in
the eye of the beholder, when the marks
are given.

So, come along and have your say on
the matter - but mind your language!

Linda Lear
Beryl Whyatt

Conference Planning Sub-committee

Conf er ence 20 11 
Saturday , 15 October

in

Manchester . . . a world class city

HOW TO BOOK

There will be no conference brochure
this year - all information will be sent
electronically.

Booking packs will come out to your
email address after the Royal
Wedding Bank Holiday.

This is how you will be able to book:

14 October - early arrivers 
can book a 1-night package
can book a 2-night package

15 October - main conference day
can book as a day delegate 
can book 1-night package 

16 October
Sunday Forum up to lunchtime
Lunch is bookable
(Sunday night is bookable)



Snippe ts
First Organ performer at the
Abert awe Festival

Petula Clark &
Roger Daltry 
featured at

Hastings
Festival 201 1

Do you have a snippet for the next
Newsletter? Please provide a photo
and caption.  Newsletters will be pub -
lished every 2 months from June 201 1.

Change in details; Adjudicators :

Bryan Husband 
c/o 54 Windsor Court Road
Chobham, Surrey  GU24 8LH
0127 685 6288 / 07970 177119
bee@ppatraining.co.uk

Colin T ouchin ( new email)
colintouchin@aol.com

Madeleine Shea (new email)
madeleineshea@ymail.com

Denise Doling (new email) 
denise.doling@gmail.com

Changes in details; Festivals :
Buckingham Festival
Amy Festa
22 Leapingwell Lane
Winslow, Bucks, MK18 3LU
0129 671 3529  amyfesta@hotmail.com

South Glamorgan Festival 
Cher Jones
33 Hampton Crescent West
Cyncoed, Cardiff, CF23 6RB
0292 075 9977 / 07702 105690
secretary@sgfym.org.uk  www.sgfym.org.uk

Strat ford & East London Festival
Maureen Westcott
446 Upper Brentwood Road
Gidea Park, Essex, RM2 6JB  
01708 731101

Fleetwood Festival (new email)
Diana Stenson distenson@hotmail.co.uk

Accompanist :
Timothy Kennedy MA, FRCO
17 Wythop Gardens
Salford, M5 4QF  07900 067490
tkennedy@datchet.plus.com

New Accompanist :
Robert Laws BMus, LGSM, LTCL
5 The Croft, Hexham
Northumberland  NE46 3RL
0143 460 0674 / 07873 434041
rlaws@hotmail.com

New Adjudicator :
Peter Wells  
BMus, CerPostGradSt(Utrecht), LTCL
63 Orton Drive, Witchford
Ely, Cambs  CB6 2JG
0135 366 3755 / 07947 571860
meestawells@yahoo.co.uk  bafce

Regions :

Northern
Chairman: Gillian Irvine MBE
Treasurer: Douglas Knott MBE
Secretary: Michael Mutch

01207 501264
mike.mutch@fsmail.net

Next meeting Saturday 7 May

Yorkshire & Humberside
Additional Deputy Regional Rep
Cynthia Carr

LATE RENEWALS:

Speech Adjudicator :

Susan Mackay ALAM, LLAM, DDA
35 Park Avenue, Euxton
Chorley, PR7 6JQ
01257 233236 / 07980 447517
smackay@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk
DFEGC

Dance Adjudicator :

Karen Blackburn  AIDTA, RAD RTS
15 Tilmore Gardens
Petersfield, GH32 2JQ
01730 300439 / 07736 101029
km.blackburn@gmail.com

Friend :

Alan Whitehurst
2 Yew Tree Close
Macclesfield, SK11 8NY 01625 503600

Corrections Adjudicators :

Barry Clark , 25 Hall Close (not 26)

Nicola-Jane Kemp
bao use mobile no, landline discontinued

Friends:
June Lancelyn Green MBE

Dance Adjudicators’
Seminar 

On December 13th 2010 a joint Seminar
of Adjudicators from The British &
International Federation of Festivals and
All England Dance was held at Arts
Educational School, London.  About 30
Adjudicators attended and the day started
with a stimulating session on Song &
Dance presented by David Ashley.  He
concentrated on how to produce the
appropriate quality of voice for the style
of song being performed. The day con-
tinued with a standardisation exercise.
13 live performances were individually
marked by each Adjudicator and the
marks handed in for comparison.  

After lunch, Sandra Doling, accompanied
by Diego Roque, gave a workshop on
Spanish Dance.  The audience was
encouraged to join in the clapping of
various Flamenco rhythms and the session
was most informative and entertaining.

Liz Whitehead then chaired a most
interesting session headed "Being  the
Best".  Adjudicators were asked to list in
order of importance the qualities required
for (1) being a good adjudicator and then
(2) for what makes a good Festival?  
This caused a lively discussion.  The
results were interesting and gave some
food for thought.

A discussion on the outcome of the
standardisation exercise was held at the
end of the day.  I am sure all who attend-
ed found the experience to be very satis-
factory. It is hoped that it will be possible
to arrange a similar Seminar in the future.

JANET PALMER

English Baccalaureate
camp aign success by ISM  
A Parliament’s Education Select
Committee is holding an inquiry into the
English Baccalaureate scheme. As part
of this inquiry, the committee asked inter-
ested groups and individuals to submit
evidence about the English Baccalaureate.

The English Baccalaureate scheme pro-
poses interpreting school league tables
by the proportion of pupils attaining an A*
to C grade in Maths, English, modern or
ancient foreign languages, sciences, and
a humanity – which is defined narrowly as
either history or geography’.  In response
to the inquiry the ISM prepared a draft
letter for members to send to the com-
mittee, highlighting the impact of music’s
omission. Over 320 members wrote in to
the inquiry; so many that the committee
was unable to respond to every letter.

Update to Year Book 
Please can you amend your 201 1
Year Book with this information - or
print off this p age as an insertion.

FESTIVALS HOUSE will once
again be answering all telephones
daily from 3 May 2011.


